


Thai Tax Essentials for Expats
An Easy-to-Follow Annual Guide

Compiled by:
Expat Tax Thailand
in collaboration with the Learning Institute for Everyone

Edition:
First Edition

Publication Type:
Online Publication / eBook

Published by:
Learning Institute for Everyone

Place of Publication:
Bang Khonthi District, Samut Songkhram Province, Thailand

Year of Publication:
B.E. 2568 / A.D. 2025

Distribution Channels:
 • Website: www.life.ac.th
 • Email: info@life.ac.th

Copyright Notice:
This digital guide is published for educational and public awareness purposes.
All rights reserved under the Copyright Act B.E. 2537 (A.D. 1994).
No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or adapted without prior written 
permission from the copyright holder.



1

2025 Thai Tax Essentials for Expats : An Easy-to-Follow Annual Guide

Foreword Dr.Theppisuth Prajit
Navigating taxation as an expatriate in Thailand can often feel like deciphering a complex 
puzzle. However, 2025 Thai Tax Essentials for Expats: An Easy-to-Follow Annual Guide trans-
forms that complexity into clarity. More than just a tax manual, this indispensable resource 
serves as a roadmap to financial compliance and efficiency—meticulously crafted with preci-
sion and a profound understanding of the unique challenges expatriates face.

Through its clear explanations, step-by-step guidance, and practical insights, this guide empowers 
readers to stay informed, compliant, and confident in fulfilling their tax obligations. It strikes a 
perfect balance between technical accuracy and accessible language, making it an essential 
reference for both seasoned expatriates and those newly settling in Thailand.

Whether you are a remote worker, entrepreneur, retiree, or investor, this guide delivers action-
able strategies for optimising tax planning, avoiding costly pitfalls, and maximizing available 
benefits. The authors have masterfully distilled the complexities of Thai tax law into a com-
prehensive yet approachable format, enabling expatriates to make informed and confident 
decisions with ease.

I wholeheartedly recommend this guide to anyone seeking a reliable, well-structured, and 
practical resource for understanding Thai taxation in 2025. It is not merely a book—it is a 
trusted companion for every expatriate navigating the Thai tax system with assurance and 
peace of mind.

Theppisuth Prajit, LL.B., LL.M., M.A.(Politics), Ph.D. (Law) Candidate (UUM) 
Lecturer in Law, Learning Institute for Everyone, Samut Songkhram, Thailand
Former Dean, Faculty of Law, Srisophon College, Nakhon Si Thammarat, Thailand
Former Dean, School of Economics and Social Sciences, Southern College of Technology, 
Nakhon Si Thammarat, Thailand
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Introduction by Carl Turner, Co-Founder of Expat Tax Thailand

As an expatriate myself and co-founder of Expat Tax Thailand, I understand the excitement 
and challenges of building a life in this vibrant country. Thailand’s rich culture, welcoming 
communities and dynamic opportunities draw people from around the world, but its tax system 
can feel like an unfamiliar landscape. That’s why we created 2025 Thai Tax Essentials for 
Expats—to serve as a reliable guide through the complexities of Thai taxation, helping you 
focus on what matters most: thriving in your new home.

At Expat Tax Thailand, our mission is to simplify the tax journey for expats, whether you’re a 
retiree enjoying Thailand’s serene beaches, a digital nomad working remotely, or an entrepre-
neur launching a business in Bangkok. Drawing on our team’s specialist knowledge and the 
experience of helping thousands of expats, we’ve created this guide to address the varied 
needs of those living and working in Thailand. From navigating the 2024 remittance rule chang-
es to making the most of deductions and understanding Double Tax Agreements, this guide 
offers practical, actionable advice tailored to your unique circumstances.

What sets this guide apart is our focus on making tax compliance approachable and stress-free. 
We’ve distilled complex regulations into clear, step-by-step instructions, supported by real-life 
examples and expert insights. Whether you’re filing your first Thai tax return or refining your 
long-term financial strategy, this guide is designed to equip you with the knowledge and con-
fidence to succeed.

I’m proud to share this resource with you and our team at Expat Tax Thailand is here to 
support you every step of the way. Let’s navigate Thailand’s tax system together, ensuring 
your financial peace of mind as you embrace all that this incredible country has to offer.

 Carl Turner
 Co-Founder, Expat Tax Thailand
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Editor’s Note by Dr.Sarawoot Intapanom 

As we enter the 2025 tax season, both individual and corporate taxpayers must navigate an 
increasingly complex and evolving tax environment, both domestically and internationally. 
This guide has been thoughtfully prepared to serve as a practical resource for understanding 
key information related to tax filing, legal compliance, and strategic tax planning. 

This publication aims to demystify the subject of personal income tax, making what may seem 
like a complicated matter accessible and understandable. Whether you are managing 
foreign-sourced income, navigating remittance regulations, or completing a personal income 
tax return, this guide is designed to help you proceed with clarity and confidence. 

The Institute of Lifelong Learning for the People recognises the importance of bringing 
academic knowledge—particularly in the field of law—into the hands of the public. This effort 
seeks to raise awareness, encourage active citizenship, and promote the development of a 
knowledgeable and engaged population capable of contributing to a sustainably advanced 
society. Taxation, in particular, plays a fundamental role in supporting state functions, promot-ing 
fairness, and fostering economic stability. 

This guide is the result of a collaboration with Expat Tax Thailand, a specialised tax advisory 
firm dedicated to assisting expatriates living in Thailand. The goal is to provide accurate and 
essential tax information tailored for both foreign nationals residing in Thailand and Thai citizens 
living abroad. As such, this guide serves as a valuable reference for anyone seeking to 
understand their rights, responsibilities, and proper procedures in meeting tax obligations. 

This initiative aligns with the core philosophy of the Institute of Lifelong Learning for the 
People, which is to foster education that empowers individuals and strengthens society. All 
proceeds from the sale of this guide will be allocated to the fund [The Educational Fund 
of the Learning Institute for Everyone.] 

We extend our sincere gratitude to all readers for your feedback and continued support, which 
serve as vital motivation for us to improve and refine this guide with each new edition. 

Welcome to the 2025 Tax Guide. 

Dr.Sarawoot  Intapanom
Editor
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Purpose of This Guide
Navigating taxes as an expat in Thailand can be complex, especially with recent changes to 
the country’s tax laws. This guide is designed to provide a clear, structured, and easy-to-follow 
resource to help you understand your tax obligations, optimise your tax position, and stay 
compliant with Thai regulations.

Each year, tax rules evolve, and misinformation can spread quickly. That’s why we publish an 
annual tax update: to provide expats with accurate, up-to-date, English-language guidance 
directly sourced from the Thai Revenue Department. Our goal is to ensure you have reliable 
and verified tax information for the 2025 tax year.

Whether you are a long-term resident, new arrival, remote worker, retiree, or business owner, 
this guide covers the essential tax rules that affect expats. It breaks down key topics such as 
tax residency, foreign income remittances, deductions, compliance requirements, and recent 
updates to tax laws.

Our commitment is to deliver practical, accurate, and vetted information so you can make 
informed financial decisions and avoid common pitfalls that could lead to penalties or visa 
complications. With this guide, you’ll gain the knowledge needed to stay compliant and 
navigate Thailand’s tax system with confidence.

Tax Advisory Disclaimer
The content provided in this guide is intended for informational purposes only and does not constitute
professional tax advice. It is designed to offer general guidance on tax-related matters and should not
be relied upon for personal tax decisions. Everyone’s tax situation is unique, and tax laws are subject
to change. We strongly recommend consulting a qualified tax advisor to receive advice tailored to your
specific circumstances
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Further information
Our website expattaxthailand.com offers a wealth of resources and tools to help you manage 
your Thailand tax affairs. 

If you have any questions or need clarification, we’re here to help. Book a free 15-minute 
consultation with our support team to receive expert guidance on your tax concerns.  Button 
https://calendly.com/expattaxclientsupport/15minuteexpattaxclientsupportcall

 Why Tax Compliance Matters for Expats
Ensuring tax compliance in Thailand is not just about avoiding penalties—it directly impacts 
your financial security and residency status.

 • Legal & Financial Risks: Non-compliance can result in hefty fines, interest charges,  
   and even legal action if taxes are underreported or unpaid.
 • Visa & Residency Implications: In the future, tax compliance may be linked to visa  
   renewals, work permits, and long-term residency applications, Accurate tax filings  
   will be essential for maintaining your legal status.
 • Changing Regulations: New remittance tax rules introduced in 2024 require expats  
   to carefully manage foreign income and ensure they meet all filing obligations.
 • Global Financial Transparency: Thailand participates in international financial 
   data-sharing agreements like CRS and FATCA, making foreign bank accounts and 
   transactions are more visible to tax authorities.

 Key Takeaway: Understanding and complying with Thai tax laws helps ensure financial 
stability, protects your residency status, and prevents unnecessary penalties. This guide provides 
everything you need to stay on top of your tax obligations in 2025 and beyond.
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Recent Tax Law Changes (2024 & 2025 Updates)
Thailand has introduced significant tax reforms in recent years, with 2024 marking a major shift 
in how foreign income is taxed. These changes have implications for expats, particularly in 
relation to remittance rules and compliance requirements.

Summary of Major Updates

1. New Remittance Taxation Rules
 • Foreign income earned while a Thai tax resident is now taxable in the year it is  
   remitted to Thailand.
 • Foreign income that is not brought into Thailand remains untaxed; however, if  
   it is remitted, it will be taxed in the year of remittance.
 • Cash savings accumulated before 2024 can be remitted tax-free, provided that  
   proper records are maintained.
 • Capital gains realised while a Thai tax resident are fully taxable upon remittance,  
   even if part of the gain was accrued before becoming a Thai tax resident.

2. Clarifications from the Thai Revenue Department
 • Timing of remittances: The Thai Revenue Department has confirmed that overseas  
   income remitted into Thailand is subject to taxation. This makes strategic tax 
   planning essential to minimise tax liability.
 • Record-keeping requirements: Expats must maintain clear documentation to 
   distinguish between taxable remittances and tax-exempt funds, such as pre-2024  
   savings or income earned before becoming a Thai tax resident.
 • Enforcement and compliance: Thai tax authorities are increasing their scrutiny of  
   foreign income reporting.  Financial institutions may also request additional 
   documentation to verify the nature of remitted funds.

3. Stricter Compliance and Reporting Measures
 • Enforcement of the Common Reporting Standard (CRS): Thai banks are expected  
   to adhere more strictly to global financial transparency agreements, which means 
   financial data may be shared with tax authorities in other countries.
 • Increased scrutiny of tax residency claims: Expats spending extended periods in  
   Thailand must ensure they comply with tax filing obligations to avoid penalties.
 • Potential future taxation of worldwide income: While Thailand currently taxes  
   foreign income on a remittance basis, discussions have emerged about transitioning  
   to a worldwide taxation system. Although this is not yet in effect, it is under  
   consideration by the authorities.
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4. Proposals for a Worldwide Tax System in Thailand

In addition to changes in remittance-based taxation, Thailand is considering a shift toward a 
worldwide income tax system. Under this system, Thai tax residents would be liable to pay 
tax on their global income, regardless of whether it is remitted to Thailand.

 • The Thai government has indicated that they are studying the feasibility of taxing  
   worldwide income, but no final decision has been made.
 • If implemented, this change would align Thailand with jurisdictions such as the 
  United States, the United Kingdom, and Australia, where residents—or, in the case  
  of the U.S., citizens—are taxed on their worldwide income, subject to varying rules  
  and exemptions.

Implications for Expats:
  o Expats earning income abroad may face increased tax liabilities, even if they  
     do not remit funds to Thailand.
  o More complex tax planning strategies will be required to avoid double 
     taxation and optimise foreign tax credits.
  o A transition period or exemptions may be introduced for certain types of 
    income, such as pensions or investment returns.
  o Expats should plan ahead to optimise their tax position if a shift to worldwide  
     taxation is announced. 

 Current Status: A worldwide tax system has no confirmed implementation date, but 
expats should stay informed on developments that may affect their future tax obligations. To 
ensure you remain informed and up to date, sign up for our tax alerts.
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What Expats Need to Do Differently in 2025

 1. Review Your Remittance Strategy
  o If possible, delay remitting foreign-sourced income earned before 2024 or  
    prior to becoming a Thai tax resident, as it may be tax-exempt.
  o For income earned after 2024, plan remittances strategically to manage your  
      tax liability.
 2. Maintain Proper Records
  o Keep bank statements, tax filings, and transaction records to demonstrate  
    when income was earned and whether it is subject to Thai taxation.
  o If remitting pre-2024 savings, ensure clear documentation is available to dif 
    ferentiate it from taxable remittances.
 3. Ensure Compliance with Tax Filing Obligations
  o File Thai personal income tax returns on time, making sure all remitted 
      foreign income is properly reported.
  o Monitor updates from the Thai Revenue Department and consult tax 
    professionals when necessary.

 Key Takeaway: The 2024 tax rule changes mean expats must carefully track foreign 
income, plan remittances wisely, and maintain proper financial records to ensure compliance 
with Thai tax laws.
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How to Use This Guide

Understanding Thailand’s tax system can be overwhelming, but this guide offers a structured 
roadmap to help you navigate your tax obligations step by step. Whether you’ re a new expat, 
a retiree, a business owner, or a remote worker, following these key steps will help ensure that 
you remain compliant and optimise your tax situation.

Step 1: Determine Your Tax Residency
 • Tax residency in Thailand is determined by spending 180 days or more in the country  
   within a calendar year.
 • If you are considered a Thai tax resident, you may be subject to taxation on 
   foreign-sourced income if it is remitted to Thailand in the same year it was earned.
 • Tracking your stay and understanding when you become a tax resident is crucial for  
   effective tax planning.

Step 2: Identify What Income Is Assessable
 • Assessable income in Thailand includes employment income, business income,
   rental income, capital gains, dividends, and pensions.
 • Certain types of foreign income are only taxable if they are remitted to Thailand  
   within the same tax year.
 • Understanding which types of income are taxable and which are not can help you  
   effectively plan your remittances and tax payments.

Step 3: Understand Double Taxation Agreements (DTAs)
 • Thailand has Double Tax Agreements (DTAs) with 61 countries to prevent double  
   taxation. These agreements may provide tax credits or exemptions, thereby reducing  
   your Thai tax liability.
 • Knowing whether your home country has a DTA with Thailand and how it affects your  
   income is essential for effective tax planning.

Step 4: Maximise Allowances and Deductions
 • Thailand offers significant personal allowances and deductions. Find out which ones  
   apply to you
 • Claiming all applicable deductions can significantly reduce your taxable income.

Step 5: Apply the Progressive Tax Brackets
 • Thailand uses a progressive tax system, meaning the more you earn, the higher the  
   tax rate applied to that portion of your income.
 • Understanding how tax brackets apply to your income ensures accurate tax 
   calculations and helps prevent underpayment.
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Step 6: Understand Your Filing Obligations and Deadlines
 • Annual tax returns must be filed by March 31 (or by April 8 if e-filing).
 • Half-year tax returns (PND.94) are required for certain taxpayers and must be 
   submitted by September 30.
 • Staying on top of filing deadlines helps you avoid penalties and interest charges.

Step 7: Stay Compliant to Protect Your Visa and Residency Status
 • Tax compliance may be linked to visa renewals, work permits, and long-term 
   residency applications.
 • Immigration authorities may cross-check tax filings with visa applications.
 • Making timely tax payments and filings helps protect your ability to legally remain  
 in Thailand.

Step 8: Plan Ahead or Future Tax Changes
 • Thailand’s tax system is evolving, with ongoing discussions about implementing 
   worldwide taxation.
 • Staying informed on potential changes allows you to adjust your financial strategy  
   accordingly.

 Key Takeaway: By following this step-by-step approach, expats can understand their 
tax obligations, minimise liabilities, and avoid compliance issues. This guide provides all the 
essential information to help you make informed financial decisions and remain compliant with 
Thai tax laws
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Tax Residency – Do You Qualify?

Understanding your tax residency status is crucial for determining your tax obligations in Thai-
land. 

Here’s what you need to know:

Who is Considered a Thai Tax Resident?

 • Duration of Stay: You are considered a Thai tax resident if you reside in Thailand  
   for 180 days or more within a calendar year. This includes both continuous and  
   non-continuous stays.
 • Counting Days: Any part of a day spent in Thailand counts towards the 180-day  
   threshold.

Implications of Being a Tax Resident

 • Tax on Remitted Income: As a tax resident, you are subject to Thai personal income  
   tax on all assessable income, including foreign-sourced income that is remitted to  
   Thailand.
 • Filing Requirements: Tax residents must file a tax return if their annual assessable  
   income from salary or pension exceeds THB 120,000 for individuals or THB 220,000  
   for married couples filing jointly with one income. This applies even if no tax is owed.  
   If the income source is from rental property income, capital gains, the filing threshold  
   is lower at THB 60,000 & THB 120,000 respectively. 

Non-Resident Taxation

 • Thai-Sourced Income: Non-residents (those who stay in Thailand for less than 180  
   days in a calendar year) are taxed only on income earned within Thailand, such as  
   rental income from a property. 
 • Foreign Income: Foreign-sourced income is generally not subject to Thai taxation  
   for non-residents. 

Tracking Your Tax Residency

Since tax residency is determined by the number of days spent in Thailand, it’s important to 
keep a record of your stays using passport stamps and visa records. Any part of a day spent in 
Thailand counts towards the 180-day threshold, so accurately tracking entries and exits accu-
rately is essential.
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Understanding the Remittance Rules

Understanding how Thailand taxes foreign-sourced income is essential for expats managing 
their finances across borders. Under the latest regulations, the remittance rules determine 
when and how income from abroad is subject to Thai taxation.

How Foreign-Sourced Income is Taxed

 • If you are a Thai tax resident, any foreign income earned while being a tax resident  
   is taxable in the year it is remitted to Thailand.

 • If foreign income is not brought into Thailand, it is not taxed. However, if it is remitted  
   in a later year, it becomes taxable in the year of remittance.

 • Cash held in a bank account before 1 January 2024, or before becoming a Thai tax    
   resident, is not taxable when remitted. However, good records should be maintained  
   to prove the pre-existing balance.

 • Capital gains realised while being a Thai tax resident are fully taxable upon remittance,  
   even if part of the gain was earned before becoming a tax resident.

 Example: Emma, a Thai tax resident, earns $50,000 in freelance income in 2025. If she 
transfers this money to Thailand in 2025, it is taxable. If she keeps the money overseas and 
remits it in 2026, it is still taxable in 2026.

Key Strategies for Tax Efficiency

 • Carefully Manage Remittances: Consider leaving post-2024 income abroad if 

   immediate remittance is not necessary.

 • Keep Detailed Records: Maintain proof of pre-2024 savings or pre-tax residency funds  
   to avoid unnecessary taxation.

 • Plan Capital Gains Timing: Selling assets before becoming a Thai tax resident may  
   help reduce future tax liabilities.

 • Understand Double Tax Agreements (DTAs): Check whether your home country  
   has  a tax treaty with Thailand to avoid double taxation.

Understanding the remittance rules helps expats manage their finances efficiently while 
remaining compliant with Thai tax laws.
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Assessable Income – What is Taxable? 

Understanding assessable income is crucial for expats navigating Thailand’s tax system. Section 
40 of the Thai Revenue Code categorises assessable income into eight distinct types. 

Here’s a breakdown tailored for expatriates.

Section 40(1) Income from Employment 
 • Definition: Salary, wage, per diem, bonus, bounty, gratuity, pension, house rent 
   allowance, monetary value of rent-free residence provided by an employer, payment  
   of debt liability of an employee made by an employer, or any money, property or  
   benefit derived from employment.
 • For Expats: This includes income earned from employment in Thailand, as well as  
   any foreign salary remitted to Thailand. Expats relying on pension income should  
   be aware that pension is specifically classified as income under Section 40(1).

Section 40(2) Income from a Post or from Performance of Work
 • Definition: Fee, commission, discount, subsidy, meeting allowance, gratuity, bonus,  
   house rent allowance, monetary value of rent-free residence provided by a payer  
   of income, payment of debt liability of a taxpayer made by a payer of income, or  
   any money, property or benefit derived from a post or from performance of work is  
   permanent or temporary. 
 • For Expats: This includes fees for consultancy, advisory roles, or freelance services  
   performed in Thailand or overseas.

Section 40(3) Income from Fee of Goodwill, Copyright or Any Other Rights 
 • Definition: Fee of goodwill, copyright or any other rights, annuity or annual payment  
   of income derived from a will, any other juristic act, or court decision.
 • For Expats: Royalties from books, inventions, or software licensed in Thailand, or  
   from  overseas and remitted into Thailand.

Section 40(4) Income from Investments and Capital Assets
 • Definition: Income from financial instruments and capital returns, including:
  o Interest on a bond, deposit, debenture, bill, and loan whether with or without  
     security.
  o Dividend, share of profits or any other gain derived from a company or juristic  
     partnership, and a mutual fund or a financial institution.
  o Bonus paid to a shareholder or partner of a company or juristic partnership.
  o A decreased of the capital holdings in a company or juristic partnership which  
     does not exceed the total amount of profits or reserves.



15

2025 Thai Tax Essentials for Expats : An Easy-to-Follow Annual Guide

  o An increased of capital holdings in a company or juristic partnership that is  
    determined from the total amount of profits or reserves.
  o A benefit derived from the amalgamation, acquisition or dissolution of a 
    company or juristic partnership and having the monetary value which exceeds  
    the capital.
  o Gains derived from transfer of partnership holdings or shares, debentures,  
     bonds, or bills or debt instruments issued by a company or juristic or by any  
     other juristic person. 
  o A share of profit or any other similar benefit derived from transfer of holding  
    or possessing digital tokens. 
  o A benefit derived from the transfer of cryptocurrency or digital tokens. but  
    only to the extent that the monetary value exceeds the amount invested.

 • For Expats: This applies to interest earned on savings, dividends, and capital gains  
   from  financial investments in Thailand and overseas if remitted to Thailand. 

Section 40(5) Income from Rental of Property and Contractual Breaches
 • Definition: Income derived from:
  o Rent of property (both in Thailand and overseas if remitted to Thailand).
  o Compensation from a breach of hire-purchase contract.
  o Compensation from a breach of an instalment sale contract, where the seller  
    regains the property sold without paying back the money or gains already  
    received. 

 • For Expats:
  o Rental income from Thai property is taxable and must be reported.
  o Overseas rental income is taxable if remitted to Thailand.
  o If an expat breaches a hire-purchase or instalment sale agreement, any 
    retained payments or property regained without repayment may be considered  
    taxable income.
  o The Thai Revenue Department has the authority to adjust rental income 
    assessments if they believe the declared amount is below market value.

Section 40(6) Income from Liberal Professions
 • Definition: Income from liberal professions, namely, laws, arts of healing, engineering,  
   architecture, accounting, fine arts, or other liberal professions as prescribed by a 
   Royal Decree.
 • Arts of Healing in Thailand encompass a wide range of professional fields, including  
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   Medical Practice, Dentistry, Pharmacy, Nursing, Midwifery, Physiotherapy, Medical 
   Technology, Occupational Therapy, Communication Disorders Therapy, Orthotics and  
   Prosthetics, Clinical Psychology, Cardiovascular and Thoracic Technology, Radiologic  
   Technology, Traditional Chinese Medicine, Dietetics and Nutrition, Emergency Medical  
   Services, Chiropractic, Optometry, and Medical Physics, as well as other fields as 
   prescribed by Royal Decree.

 • For Expats:
  o Income from practicing a licensed profession in Thailand is taxable.
  o Expats working in regulated professions may be required to obtain Thai 
     licensing or official approval to legally practice.
  o Foreign-earned professional income is taxable if remitted to Thailand. 

Section 40(7) Income from Contracts Involving Materials
 • Definition: Income derived from a contract of work where the contractor has to 
   provide essential materials besides tools.
 • For Expats:
  o Income from contracts that involve the supply of materials, such as 
     construction, manufacturing, or project-based work, is taxable.
  o Foreign-earned contract income is taxable if remitted to Thailand.

Section 40(8) Income from Business and Other Activities
 • Definition: Income derived from business, commerce, agriculture, industry, transport,  
   or any other activity not specified in Section 40(1) to 40(7).
 • For Expats:
  o Income from operating a business, trade, or any other commercial activity  
     in Thailand is taxable.
  o This includes income from agricultural ventures, transportation services, and  
     industrial operations.
  o Foreign-earned business income is taxable if remitted to Thailand.

Key Considerations for Expats
 • Thailand-Sourced Income: Any assessable income earned in Thailand is taxable. 
 • Foreign-Sourced Income: As a Thai tax resident, foreign-sourced income earned while  
   being a Thai tax resident is taxable, regardless of the year it is remitted to Thailand.  
 • Documentation: Maintain clear and accurate records of all income sources to ensure  
   proper tax reporting.
 • Tax Planning: Understanding what constitutes assessable income is essential for 
   effective tax planning and compliance with Thai tax laws.
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Not all income is subject to taxation in Thailand. Certain types of income are exempt from 
Thai personal income tax, even for tax residents. Understanding what qualifies as non-assess-
able income can help expats manage their finances efficiently.

Types of Income That Are Exempt from Tax

The following types of income are not subject to Thai taxation:

 • Pre-2024 Savings and Funds: Money held in overseas bank accounts in cash before  
   1 January 2024 is not taxable when remitted to Thailand. However, clear records  
   must  be maintained to prove the source of these funds.
 • Overseas Income Earned Before Becoming a Thai Tax Resident: Any income 
   earned while not a Thai tax resident is not taxable, even if later remitted to Thailand.
 • Foreign Income Not Remitted to Thailand: Income earned abroad and kept outside  
   Thailand indefinitely is not subject to Thai tax.
 • DTA Exclusions: Some income is excluded under Double Tax Agreements (DTAs) 
   Common exclusions affecting expats include: 
  o US Social Security
  o Canadian Pensions
  o Foreign Civil or government service pensions are usually excluded when a  
     DTA is in place and the exemption is specifically mentioned in the agreement.  
     This typically includes military, police and, in some cases, teacher pensions. 

Please Note: Each Double Taxation Agreement is different. It is important to review the provi-
sions of each DTA carefully if you intend  to rely on it for tax exemptions. 

 Key Takeaway: Maintaining detailed records of savings, pensions, and foreign income 
is essential to differentiate between taxable and non-taxable remittances. Understanding these 
exemptions can help expats plan their finances effectively while remaining compliant with Thai 
tax laws.

Non-Assessable Income – What’s Excluded from Taxation
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Thailand offers various allowances and deductions to reduce taxable income. Understanding 
these can help taxpayers legally minimise their tax liability while remaining compliant with the 
law.

Personal Allowances
 • Individual Allowance: THB 60,000 per taxpayer.
 • Spousal Allowance: THB 60,000 (applicable if the spouse has no income after 
   exemptions and the couple is legally married).
 • Child Allowance: THB 30,000 per child (biological or adopted). For adopted children,  
   the allowance is limited to a maximum of three.
 • Additional Allowance for Second Biological Child Onwards (Born from 2018):  
   THB 60,000 per child, applicable only to biological children born in 2018 or later.
 • Parent Care Allowance: THB 30,000 per dependent parent of the taxpayer or their  
   spouse, provided the parent is a Thai nationals, aged 60 or older, and resides in 
   Thailand.
 • Dependent Disabled or Incompetent Person Allowance: THB 60,000 per dependent  
   disabled or incompetent person residing in Thailand.

Insurance Premium Deductions
 • Taxpayer’s Life Insurance Premiums: Up to THB 100,000 for premiums paid to a  
   Thai insurance company.
 • Taxpayer’s Health Insurance Premiums: Up to THB 25,000 for premiums paid to a  
   Thai insurance company. However, the combined deduction for life and health 
   insurance premiums must not exceed THB 100,000.
Spouse’s Life Insurance Premiums: Up to THB 10,000 for premiums paid to a Thai insurance 
company. (only If the spouse has no assessable income after exemptions)
 • Parents’ Health Insurance Premiums: Up to THB 15,000 per parent (of the taxpayer  
   or spouse) who is aged 60 or older and resides in Thailand.

Please Note: Only premiums paid to insurance companies based in Thailand are claimable.

Allowances and Deductions (2025)
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Retirement and Investment Deductions
 • Provident Fund Contributions: Up to 15% of assessable income, but not exceeding  
   THB 500,000.
 • Retirement Mutual Fund (RMF) Contributions: Up to 30% of assessable income,  
   but not exceeding THB 500,000.
 • National Savings Fund Contributions: THB13,200, which counts toward THB 500,000  
   limit.
 • Super Savings Fund (SSF) Contributions: Up to 30% of assessable income, but not  
   exceeding THB 200,000.

Please Note: The total deduction for contributions to provident funds, RMFs, National Savings 
Fund, and SSFs must not exceed THB 500,000.

Other Deductions
Home Loan Interest: Up to THB 100,000 for interest paid on a mortgage for a primary residence. 
(including joint ownership with a spouse)

 • Social Security Fund Contributions: The actual amount contributed to the Thai  
   Social Security Fund.
 • Charitable Donations: Up to 10% of taxable income after all other deductions, for  
   donations made to revenue-approved charities and organisations.
 • Shopping Allowance for 2025: For purchases made between 16 January 2025 and  
   28 February 2025, taxpayers can claim up to THB 30,000 for goods or services 
   purchased from VAT-registered businesses issuing e-Tax invoices or non-VAT registered  
   businesses issuing e-Receipts. An additional THB 20,000 is available for purchases  
   from  OTOP product sellers, Community Enterprises, or Social Enterprises issuing 
   e-Receipts. 
 • Domestic Tour Allowance: Up to THB 15,000 for expenses incurred on domestic  
   tours to secondary tourist provinces between 1 May and 30 November 2024.
 • Flood Repair Costs Allowance: Up to THB 100,000 for repairs to a flooded building  
   or condominium, and up to THB 30,000 for vehicle repairs, for expenses paid between  
   16 August and 31 December 2024.
 • Home Construction Costs Allowance: For constructing a new residential building  
   between 9 April 2024 and 31 December 2025, taxpayers can claim THB 10,000 for  
   every THB 1,000,000 of construction costs paid, up to a maximum of THB 100,000.
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How to Maximise Allowances for Tax Efficiency
 • Maintain Accurate Records: Keep detailed documentation of all expenses, insurance  
   premiums, contributions, and donations to support your claims.
 • Plan Retirement Contributions: Maximise contributions to eligible retirement funds  
   within the allowable limits to reduce taxable income.
 • Utilise Family-Related Allowances: Claim allowances for your spouses, children,  
   parents, and dependents, where applicable.
 • Leverage Special Allowances: Take advantage of temporary allowances, such as  
   shopping or domestic tour allowances, by timing your expenditures strategically.

 Key Takeaway: Understanding and effectively utilising available allowances and deduc-
tions can significantly reduce your tax liability. It’s essential to stay informed about current tax 
laws and to plan your finances accordingly to ensure compliance and optimise tax efficiency.
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 Tax Brackets and Rates

Thailand uses a progressive tax system, meaning the more you earn, the higher the percentage 
of tax you pay. The tax is calculated on a tiered basis, with each portion of income taxed at 
its respective rate.

2025 Thai Progressive Tax Rates

We already have a graphic for the table
 Taxable Income (THB) Tax Rate (%) 
 0 - 150,000   Exempt 
 150,001 - 300,000  5% 
 300,001 - 500,000  10% 
 500,001 - 750,000  15% 
 750,001 - 1,000,000  20% 
 1,000,001 - 2,000,000  25% 
 2,000,001 - 5,000,000  30% 
 5,000,001 and above  35% 

 Note: Taxable income is calculated after allowances and deductions have been 
applied.

How Tax is Calculated at Different Income Levels

Thai income tax is applied progressively, meaning that different portions of your income are 
taxed at different rates.

 Example Calculation: If you are single and under 65 earning THB 800,000 in taxable 
income after all personal allowances and deductions have been applied, your tax liability is 
calculated as follows:

 • First THB 150,000      Exempt
 • Next THB 150,000 (150,001 - 300,000)      5% = THB 7,500
 • Next THB 200,000 (300,001 - 500,000)      10% = THB 20,000
 • Next THB 250,000 (500,001 - 750,000)      15% = THB 37,500
 • Remaining THB 50,000 (750,001 - 800,000)      20% = THB 10,000

Total Tax Payable: THB 75,000
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Key Considerations

 • The progressive structure ensures that only the portion of income exceeding each  
   threshold is taxed at a higher rate.
 • Taxpayers can reduce their taxable income using eligible allowances and deductions.
 • Expats should factor in Double Tax Agreements (DTAs) to avoid double taxation if  
   they earn income from abroad.

 Key Takeaway: Understanding Thailand’s progressive tax system can help you plan 
your tax liability efficiently and take advantage of deductions to reduce the amount owed.
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 Double Tax Agreements (DTAs) & Tax Credits
For expats earning income across multiple countries, Double Tax Agreements (DTAs) play a 
crucial role in avoiding taxation on the same income in two different jurisdictions. Thailand has 
DTAs with 61 countries, providing tax relief mechanisms for its residents. 

You can access them all here. 

How DTAs Prevent Double Taxation

DTAs help determine which country has the primary right to tax specific types of income. 
These agreements typically work in the following ways:

 • Exemption Method – The income is taxed only in one country, and the other 
   country exempts it from taxation.
 • Tax Credit Method – The income is taxed in both countries, but the taxpayer 
   receives a credit for taxes paid overseas, reducing their tax liability in Thailand.
 • Reduced Withholding Tax Rates – DTAs may lower withholding taxes on 
   dividends, interest, and royalties for cross-border income.

Claiming Tax Credits for Taxes Paid Overseas
Expats who pay income tax abroad on foreign-sourced income may be eligible for a foreign 
tax credit in Thailand, which can reduce their Thai tax liability. 

To claim:
 1. Check the DTA between Thailand and the source country to confirm eligibility.
 2. Obtain proof of tax paid (e.g., official tax receipts, withholding tax certificates).
 3. Submit a tax credit claim when filing your Thai tax return, ensuring the foreign  
 tax was levied in accordance with the relevant DTA.

Key Considerations for Expats
 • DTAs do not automatically exempt all foreign income – proper structuring is re 
   quired to receive the benefits.
 • Not all countries have DTAs with Thailand – check whether your home country  
 has an agreement in place.
 • Foreign tax credits on the same income cannot exceed your Thai tax liability.

 Key Takeaway: DTAs and tax credits help reduce double taxation and optimise tax 
efficiency for expats with cross-border income. Proper planning and documentation are 
essential to claim these benefits effectively.
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 How to Calculate Your Tax – A Step-by-Step Guide
Understanding how to calculate your Thai personal income tax ensures you pay the correct 
amount and take advantage of available deductions. Follow these steps to determine your 
final tax liability.

Step 1: Determine Your Assessable Income

Assessable income includes all sources of taxable earnings under Section 40 of the Thai 
Revenue Code:
 • Salary, freelance income, and pensions
 • Business profits and rental income
 • Dividends, interest, and capital gains
 • Other income as classified under Thai tax law

 Example: John, an expat in Thailand, earns the following in 2025:
 • Salary or pension: THB 1,200,000
 • Foreign dividends remitted to Thailand: THB 100,000
Total Assessable Income: THB 1,300,000

Step 2: Apply Allowances and Deductions

Thai taxpayers can deduct certain allowances and expenses to reduce taxable income.

Common Deductions:
 • Personal allowance: THB 60,000
 • Spousal allowance (if applicable): THB 60,000
 • Child allowance (if applicable): THB 30,000 per child
 • Health and life insurance premiums: Up to THB 100,000 combined including up  
   to THB25,000 for health insurance
50% Employment/Pension Deduction (Up to THB100,000)

 Example: John is entitled to the following deductions:
 • Personal allowance: THB 60,000
 • Health insurance: THB 25,000
 • Employment Deduction: THB 100,000
Total Deductions: THB 185,000

Taxable Income After Deductions: THB 1,300,000 - THB 185,000 = THB 1,115,000
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Step 3: Apply Tax Brackets to Get Subtotal

Thai tax rates are progressive, meaning that different portions of income are taxed at different 
rates.

Taxable Income (THB) Tax Rate (%)  Tax Amount (THB)
0 - 150,000   Exempt  0
150,001 - 300,000  5%   7,500
300,001 - 500,000  10%   20,000
500,001 - 750,000  15%   37,500
750,001 - 1,000,000  20%   50,000
1,000,001 - 1,065,000  25%   28,750
Subtotal Before Tax Credits: THB 143,750

Step 4: Apply Any Entitled Tax Credits

Expats who have paid tax overseas on foreign income may be eligible for foreign tax credits 
under Double Tax Agreements (DTAs). These tax credits reduce the final tax payable.

 Example: If John has already paid tax on his foreign dividends abroad, If eligible, he 
can claim this as a tax credit against his Thai tax liability on the amount remitted to Thailand. 

Step 5: Final Taxable Sum

The final tax amount due is calculated after applying allowances, deductions, and tax credits.
 Final Tax Due: THB 143,750 less any tax credits available for remitted income if 
applicable

Key Takeaways
 • Use assessable income sources to determine total earnings.
 • Apply allowances and deductions to reduce taxable income.
 • Use the progressive tax brackets to calculate subtotal tax.
 • Apply foreign tax credits (if applicable) to reduce final tax due.
 • Keep proper documentation to support deductions and tax credit claims.

By following these steps, expats can accurately calculate their tax liability and ensure compli-
ance with Thai tax laws.
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 Special Considerations for Different Expat Groups

Retirees & Pensioners
Retired expats residing in Thailand must understand how pensions and retirement incomes are 
taxed. The tax treatment varies depending on the origin, type, and timing of remittance.

How Different Types of Pensions Are Taxed

Pension taxation in Thailand depends on the source of the income and whether the funds are 
remitted into the country.

1. Foreign Government Pensions
Government pensions can be divided into national pension schemes (e.g., state pensions) and 
civil service or government service pensions (e.g., military, police, and other public sector pen-
sions). 

Their tax treatment depends on the existence and terms of the relevant DTA:

 • US Social Security Pensions: Under the US-Thailand DTA, US Social Security 

   benefits are not taxable in Thailand, even if remitted.
 • Canadian State Pensions: Under the Canada-Thailand DTA,Canadian state pensions  
   (e.g., Canada Pension Plan or Old Age Security) are taxable only in Canada and are  
   exempt from Thai taxation.
 • UK State Pension: The UK-Thailand DTA does not exempt UK state pensions from  
   Thai taxation. If remitted to Thailand, they are subject to Thai tax.
 • Swiss Government Pensions: Under the Switzerland-Thailand DTA, Swiss government  
   pensions for past public service are generally taxable only in Switzerland, unless  
   the recipient is both a Thai resident and a Thai national, in which case Thailand   
   may also tax them. However, under Thailand’s 2024 tax reform, all foreign-source  
   pensions—including Swiss state pensions—are subject to Thai taxation if remitted  
   to Thailand by a Thai tax resident.  Tax credits may be available under the DTA to  
   mitigate double taxation.
 • Civil Service or Government Service Pensions: Many government service pensions  
   — for example,  military, public service, or police pension are taxable only  in the  
   country that pays the pension,  provided a DTA is in place.
   Examples include:
  o US Civil Service and Military Pensions: Taxable only in the US, not in Thailand.
  o UK Government Service Pensions: Taxed in the UK and exempt from Thai  
     taxation under the UK-Thailand DTA.
  o Canadian Federal or Provincial Government Pensions: Generally taxable  
     only in Canada under the Canada-Thailand DTA.



27

2025 Thai Tax Essentials for Expats : An Easy-to-Follow Annual Guide

2. Private & Occupational Pensions

 • UK Pensions: Both state and private UK pensions are considered assessable income 
in Thailand and are taxable if remitted. This includes final salary schemes, defined contribu-
tion pensions, SIPPs, and annuities. Notably, pension commencement lump sums, typically 
tax-free in the UK, are taxable in Thailand if transferred.
  • Australian Superannuation: When remitted to Thailand, Australian superannuation  
   payments, including both pension drawdowns and lump sums, are treated as 
   assessable income and may be subject to tax.  
 • European Pensions: Pensions from countries such as Germany, the Netherlands,  
   and Switzerland are taxable under Thai law if remitted. The tax liability applies only  
   when the pension income is brought into Thailand. 
 • US 401k or annuities: These are taxable in Thailand if remitted. Under the DTA,  
   such pensions are considered assessable income and are fully taxable in Thailand  
   for Thai tax residents. 

3. Lump-Sum Pension Withdrawals

 • UK Pension Lump Sums: In the UK, Pension Commencement Lump Sums (PCLS)  
   allow individuals to withdraw up to 25% of their pension pot tax-free. However,  
   when these lump sums are remitted to Thailand, they are treated as taxable in  
   come under Thai law. 
 • Australian Superannuation Lump Sums: Similarly, lump-sum withdrawals from 
   Australian superannuation funds are treated as assessable income in Thailand when  
   remitted and may be subject to tax. 

Tax Planning Considerations for Retirees

Expatriate pensioners should take the time to understand the tax rules applicable their specif-
ic pension schemes and plan accordingly. The taxation of pensions can vary significantly de-
pending on DTAs, the timing of remittances, and the type of pension involved. Careful financial 
planning can help minimise tax liabilities while ensuring compliance with Thai tax regulations.
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 Remote Workers & Digital Nomads
Thailand is a popular destination for remote workers and digital nomads. Understanding the 
tax implications of working for foreign companies while residing in Thailand is essential. Mis-
conceptions about tax residency and compliance risks may result in unintended tax liabilities.

Tax Implications of Working for Foreign Companies
Thailand determines tax residency based on the number of days spent in the country. If a 
remote worker or digital nomad spends 180 days or more in Thailand within a calendar year, 
they are considered a Thai tax resident and are subject to Thai tax laws.

 • Income Earned While a Thai Tax Resident: Any income earned while tax resident  
   in Thailand is taxable if it is remitted into Thailand in the same year it is earned.
 • Income Kept Offshore: Earnings from a foreign employer that are not remitted to  
   Thailand within the same tax year are not subject to Thai tax.
 • Payments from Thai-Based Clients or Companies: Any income earned from Thai  
   clients or businesses is taxable in Thailand, regardless of the individual’s tax 
   residency status.
 • Time Management for Tax Residency Purpose: To mitigate exposure to Thai tax 
obligations, many remote workers strategically manage the duration of their physical presence 
in Thailand to remain under the 180-day threshold within a calendar year, thereby avoiding 
classification as Thai tax residents.

Common Misconceptions and Compliance Risks

 1. ‘I Don’t Pay Thai Tax Because My Income Comes from a Foreign Company’
  o Reality: If you are a tax resident and remit foreign income into Thailand  
     with in the same tax year, that income becomes taxable.
 2. ‘I Work Remotely, So I’m Not Considered a Thai Tax Resident’
  o Reality: Tax residency is determined by the 180-day rule, not by your 
     employment type. If you spend more than 180 days in Thailand in a 
     calendar year, you are considered a tax resident and are subject to Thai tax  
     obligations.
 3. ‘Cryptocurrency and Freelance Payments Are Not Taxed’
  o Reality: Cryptocurrency gains and freelance income are taxable if they are  
     remitted into Thailand.
 4. ‘I Don’t Need to Declare My Income If I Use a Foreign Bank Account’
  o Reality: Thai tax laws apply to income remitted into Thailand, regardless of  
     the bank account used.
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 5. ‘Thailand Has No Way to Track My Income’
  o Reality: With increasing global financial transparency—such as through   
    Automatic Exchange of Information agreements—Thai tax authorities now  
    have greater access to international financial data.

 Key Takeaway: Remote workers and digital nomads must understand Thailand’s tax 
laws to ensure compliance and avoid unexpected liabilities. Careful planning, proper tax struc-
turing, and seeking professional advice can help mitigate risks.
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 Business Owners & Entrepreneurs 
Expats running businesses in Thailand need to be aware of their tax obligations and how to 
structure their businesses efficiently. Understanding Thai tax laws is essential for compliance 
and optimising tax outcomes, whether operating as a sole proprietor, freelancer, or company 
owner.

Tax Obligations for Self-Employed Expats

Self-employed expats, including freelancers and sole proprietors, must comply with Thai tax 
regulations if their business activities generate income in Thailand.
 • Personal Income Tax (PIT):
  o Self-employed individuals are subject to Thailand’s progressive personal 
     income tax rates.
  o Income earned in Thailand is taxable, regardless of tax residency status.
  o Foreign-sourced income is taxable if remitted into Thailand within the  
     same calendar year it is earned.

 • Value-Added Tax (VAT):
  o Businesses earning over THB 1.8 million per year must register for VAT (7%).
  o VAT applies to goods and services sold in Thailand, however, exports and  
     certain professional services may be exempt.

 • Withholding Tax (WHT):
  o Certain payments (e.g., professional services, consultancy fees) may be 
     subject to withholding tax, deducted at source.
  o WHT rates vary depending on the type of service and any applicable tax  
     treaty agreements.

 • Social Security Contributions:
  o If hiring employees, business owners must contribute 5% of each 
     employee’s salary to the Thai Social Security Fund (SSF), up to a capped  
     amount.

Structuring Businesses to Optimise Tax Efficiency

Choosing the right business structure can help reduce tax liabilities and improve financial effi-
ciency.
 1. Sole Proprietorship (Freelancers & Small Business Owners)
  o Simple to setup, but taxed under personal income tax rates.
  o No eligible for corporate tax benefits.
  o Can register for VAT if annual income exceeds THB 1.8 million.
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 2. Thai Limited Company
  o The corporate tax rates is 20% on net profits.
  o Dividends paid to shareholders are subject to withholding tax.
  o Foreign ownership restrictions apply, requiring either a Thai partner or 
     approval from Board of Investment (BOI) for full foreign ownership.

 3. Board of Investment (BOI) Promoted Company
  o BOI incentives may include corporate tax exemptions and reduced import  
     duties.
  o Eligibility requires meeting specific investment and business sector criteria.

 4. Regional Operating Headquarters (ROH)
  o Allows foreign businesses to establish operations in Thailand and benefit  
     from reduced tax rates.
  o Suitable for multinational companies seeking regional expansion.

Key Takeaways for Business Owners

 • Self-employed expats must register for Thai tax and comply with VAT and withholding  
   tax obligations.
 • Foreign-sourced income is taxable if it is remitted to Thailand within the same tax  
   year.
 • Choosing between a sole proprietorship, Thai limited company, or BOI incentives  
   can impact tax efficiency.
 • Proper structuring helps minimise tax liability while ensuring compliance.

 Final Thought: Expats planning to start or operate a business in Thailand should seek 
professional advice to navigate Thai tax laws effectively.
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 New Expats Moving to Thailand
Relocating to Thailand offers numerous opportunities, however, it’s essential for new expats 
to understand the country’s tax system to ensure compliance and optimise their financial 
well-being. Here’s an overview of key tax considerations and financial planning tips:

Tax Considerations Before and After Relocation
 1. Determine Tax Residency Status
  o Tax Residency Criteria: In Thailand, individuals who spend 180 days or   
     more within a calendar year are considered tax residents. Tax residents are  
     subject to personal income tax on their worldwide income, whereas non-
     residents are taxed only on income sourced within Thailand. 
 2. Understand Assessable Income
  o Income Subject to Tax: All employment income, self-employment in  
     come, and investment income are generally taxable in Thailand. Notably,  
     capital gains are treated as regular income and taxed at standard rates.
 3. Be Aware of Tax Filing Obligations
  o Filing Requirements: Tax residents must file an annual personal income  
     tax return by March 31 of the following year. Employers typically withhold  
     taxes, but individuals with additional income sources must ensure proper  
     reporting and payment. 
 4. Leverage Double Taxation Agreements (DTAs)
  o Avoiding Double Taxation: Thailand has DTAs with various countries to 
     prevent double taxation. These agreements often provide mechanisms like  
     tax credits or exemptions, ensuring that income isn’t taxed twice. 

Key Financial Planning Tips to Minimise Tax Burdens

 1. Engage in Pre-Move Tax Planning
  o Strategic Preparation: Before relocating, assess how your income sources,  
     investments, and assets will be taxed in Thailand. Proper planning can lead  
     to significant tax savings and ensure compliance. 
 2. Utilise Allowable Deductions and Credits
  o Tax Reliefs: Thailand offers various deductions and allowances, such as 
     personal allowances, spousal allowances, and deductions for life insurance  
     premiums. Maximising these can reduce taxable income. 
 3. Stay Updated on Tax Law Changes
  o Continuous Learning: Tax regulations can change. Regularly consult with  
     tax professionals or refer to official sources to stay informed about any   
     amendments that may affect your tax situation. 
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 4. Consider the Timing of Income Remittance
  o Tax Timing: For foreign-sourced income, the timing of remittance to 
     Thailand can impact tax liability. Understanding these nuances can aid in  
     effective tax planning. 
 5. Seek Professional Tax Advice
  o Expert Consultation: Engaging with tax advisors familiar with both Thai and  
     international tax laws can provide tailored strategies to optimise tax efficiency  
        and ensure compliance. 

By proactively understanding and planning for these tax considerations, new expats can navi-
gate Thailand’s tax landscape effectively, ensuring a smooth financial transition to their new 
home.
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 Tax Identification Number (TIN) 
Individuals and businesses with tax obligations in Thailand are required a Tax Identification 
Number (TIN). The Thai Revenue Department issues this unique number, which is essential for 
filing taxes and conducting financial transactions.

Who Needs a TIN?

 • Thai tax residents who earn assessable income in Thailand. 
 • Foreigners working in Thailand with a valid visa and work permit.
 • Business owners and self-employed individuals registered in Thailand.
 • Expats with property or other taxable assets in Thailand.

How to Apply for a Thai Tax ID
To obtain a TIN, applicants must visit the local Revenue Department office with the following 
documents:

 • For employed individuals: Passport, visa, work permit, and proof of residence.
 • For business owners: Business registration documents, passport, and visa.
 • For property owners: Proof of property ownership and passport.

TIN Assistance
If you need assistance obtaining a TIN, our TIN Application Service streamlines the process. 
More details are available here. 

 Note: Some individuals, such as remote workers without a Thai work permit, may not 
be eligible for a TIN unless required for tax reporting purposes.
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 Filing Your Tax Return
Once you have a TIN, you are required to file taxes if your income meets the filing threshold.

Minimum Income Thresholds for Filing

For Employment and Pension Income Only
 • Single Individuals: Required to file a tax return if their annual employment income  
   exceeds THB 120,000.
 • Married Individuals (Joint Filing): Required to file if their combined annual 
   employment income exceeds THB 220,000.

For Income from Other Sources (with or without Employment Income):
 • Single Individuals: Must file a tax return if their total annual income exceeds THB  
   60,000.
 • Married Individuals (Joint Filing): Must file a tax return if their combined annual  
   income exceeds THB 120,000.

Key Deadlines and Filing Requirements

 • Personal Income Tax (PIT) Returns:
  o Annual filing deadline: March 31 of the following year for paper filing.
  o Extended deadline for e-filing: April 8 of the following year.

 • Half-Year Tax Returns (PND.94):
  o Who Needs to File a Half-Year Tax Return?
   * PND.94: Required for self-employed individuals and freelancers 
      earning income under Sections 40(5)–40(8):
    * Rental Income (40(5)) – Income from leasing property, in 
      cluding houses, condominiums, land, or vehicles. Rental in 
      come is the most common reason for expats being required  
      to file a half-year return.
    * Liberal Professions (40(6)) – Professionals such as, doctors,  
       lawyers, engineers, architects, accountants, and fine arts   
       craftsmen operating independently.
    * Contract Work (40(7)) – Income from contracts requiring the  
       provision of essential materials in addition to tools.
    * Business, Commerce, Agriculture, and Transport (40(8)) –  
       Income from independent business activities, such as 
       running an online store or providing transport services.
  o Filing Deadline: September 30 of the same tax year.



36

2025 Thai Tax Essentials for Expats : An Easy-to-Follow Annual Guide

Paper vs. Online Tax Filing
 • Paper Filing:
  o It can be done at local Revenue Department offices.
  o It must be submitted by March 31.
 • Online Filing:
  o Available via the Thai Revenue Department e-filing system.
  o Extended deadline: until April 8 — for convenience and faster processing.

Forms to Use for Filing

 • Employed Individuals:
  o PND.90 – For individuals with multiple sources of income, such as salary,  
     rental income, or freelance earnings.
  o PND.91 – For individuals with salary income only.

 • Self-Employed & Freelancers:
  o PND.94 – For filing half-year tax returns.

 • Corporate Tax Filing: (If applicable) 
  o PND.50 – For filing annual corporate tax return.
  o PND.51 – For filing mid-year corporate tax return.

 Key Takeaway: Filing taxes in Thailand requires understanding of key deadlines, re-
quired forms, and whether mid-year or advance payments apply. Ensuring compliance helps 
avoid penalties and keeps tax affairs in order.
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 Expat Tax Filing Services

Filing your Thai tax return accurately and on time is essential to avoid penalties and ensure 
compliance. At Expat Tax Thailand, we offer a range of filing services to suit different needs 
from essential tax filing to full expert assistance.

Our Tax Filing Services

  ◊ Essential Expat Tax Filing – A streamlined, cost-effective service for expats with straight-
forward tax situations. It’s ideal for those who simply need help ensuring their tax return is 
filed accurately and on time.
 ◊ Assisted Expat Tax Filing – A more in-depth service that includes a review of your income 
sources, deductions, and allowances to ensure you maximise tax efficiency.
 ◊ Expert Expat Tax Filing – A comprehensive, hands-on service ideal for those with complex 
tax situations, including multiple income sources, tax credits, or business income.

 Not sure which service is right for you? Compare our full range of tax filing options 
here: Expat Tax Filing Services Compared.

With the right support, filing your Thai taxes doesn’t have to be complicated. Our expert team 
is here to guide you navigate the process with ease and confidence.
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 Compliance & Penalties

Ensuring tax compliance in Thailand is crucial for expats, as failure to meet filing obligations 
can result in financial penalties and visa complications. Understanding the risks and require-
ments helps prevent issues that could impact long-term residency.

Filing Obligations and Common Compliance Risks

 • Annual Tax Filing: Expats with assessable income in Thailand must file tax returns  
   by the applicable deadlines.
 • Half-Year Tax Returns: Required for self-employed individuals, those receiving 
   rental income, and business owners under Sections 40(5)-40(8).
 • Late or Non-Filing Risks: Missing tax deadlines can result in fines, interest charges,  
   and increased scrutiny from the Thai Revenue Department.
 • Incorrect or Underreported Income: Failure to declare all sources of taxable in 
   come may lead to audits and potential legal action.
 • Remittance-Based Taxation Risks: Expats earning foreign income must understand  
   that income remitted to Thailand in the same year it is earned is subject to taxation.

Penalties for Non-Compliance and Late Filings

 • Late Filing Penalties: A fine up to THB 2,000 may be imposed for failing to file tax  
   returns on time.
 • Late Payment Interest: Interest of 1.5% per month is charged on unpaid tax 
   balances.
 • Fines for Underreported Income: In cases of deliberate tax evasion, fines of up to  
   200% of the unpaid tax may be applied.
 • Criminal Penalties: In severe cases, tax fraud can lead to legal action, including 
   imprisonment.

Risks of Non-Compliance on Visa Renewals

 • Failure to file tax return or underreporting income can cause issues when renewing  
   visas or work permits.
 • Thai immigration authorities increasingly cross-check tax filings with visa applications.
 • Self-employed expats and business owners may find it difficult to demonstrate 
   financial stability without accurate tax records.
 • Non-compliance may lead to being flagged at border control during entry or exit  
   from  Thailand, due to discrepancies in visa or tax records (e.g., unreported income  
   may lead to questioning or denial of entry.
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CRS/FATCA: How Financial Data Sharing Affects Expats

 • Common Reporting Standard (CRS): Thailand participates in CRS, an international  
   agreement that enables financial institutions to share tax-related data with foreign  
   governments.
 • FATCA (Foreign Account Tax Compliance Act): US citizens and green card holders  
   are required to report foreign assets under FATCA, which requires Thai banks to   
   share financial data with US authorities.
 • Bank Requests: Thai Banks are increasingly requiring additional information from 
   expat account holders to ensure compliance with CRS/FATCA. 
 • Impact on Expats: Failure to report offshore accounts or undeclared income can  
   result in tax audits or enforcement actions in both Thailand and the expat’s home  
   country.

 Key Takeaway: Maintaining tax compliance is essential for avoiding penalties, ensure 
visa renewals, and securing long-term residency in Thailand. Expats should keep accurate re-
cords, meet deadlines, and stay informed about international financial reporting obligations.
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 Further Resources & How to Get Help

Navigating Thailand’s tax system can be challenging for expats. To assist you, we’ve compiled 
a comprehensive set of resources and support services to ensure you remain informed and 
compliant.

Expat Tax Resource Hub

Our Expat Tax Resource Hub offers a wealth of resources tailored specifically for expatriates in 
Thailand. 

Key features include:

 • Downloadable Guide: A clear, step-by-step guide to understanding and navigating  
   the Thai tax system.expattaxthailand.com
 • Free Support Call: Discuss your unique tax situation with our team, receive 
   estimates on your tax obligations, and gain peace of mind. Book your call here.
 • Webinars and Videos: Engaging content that breaks down complex tax topics, en 
   hanced with case studies and audience Q&A sessions. Check out our videos here
 • Insights: In-depth articles and guides to empower you with the knowledge needed  
   to make informed tax decisions. Read our insights here.
 • Tax Alerts: Regular updates sent directly to your inbox, keeping you abreast of any  
   changes in tax regulations. Sign up for updates here.
 • Frequently Asked Questions: A comprehensive compilation of over a hundred 
   common tax questions, providing quick resolutions to your concerns. Check our  
   FAQs  here.

Personalised Tax Services

Understanding that each individual’s tax situation is unique, we offer tailored services to meet 
your specific needs:
 • Tax Filing Services: From essential to expert levels, we provide secure and 
   compliant tax filing options designed to save you time and reduce stress. Compare  
   our filing services here. 
 • TIN Registration: Efficient and hassle-free Tax Identification Number (TIN) 
   registration services, fully online for your convenience. Apply for a TIN here
 • Consultation & Planning: Personalised advice to assist you in making confident  
   long-term financial decisions, ensuring compliance and optimal tax outcomes. Learn  
   about tax consultation here. 
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Contact Us

If you have further questions or require additional support, don’t hesitate to reach out. We’re 
committed to making your tax experience as straightforward and stress-free as possible.
 • Phone: +66 08 6995 5071
 • Email: You can email us at info@expattaxthailand.com 
 • Address: No. 1 Park Silom Tower, 30th Floor, Convent Road, Silom, Bang Rak, 
   Bangkok 10500
 • Website: www.expattaxthailand.com

By leveraging these resources and services, you can confidently navigate the complexities of 
Thailand’s tax system and focus on enjoying your expat experience.




